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Welcome address by Dr. B. Pasupathiraja,
DPDHS, Vavuniya

It is a great honor to celebrate the opening of the new mater-
nity home in Poovarasankulam by having distinguished
guests from Embassy of Japan, JICA and local authorities.
This maternity home has come to existence with endeavor
by JICA as the funding agency and AMDA as the
implementer. The prolonged civil war destroyed the health
system in Vavuniya District, affecting also many women and
children. AMDA is now working for rehabilitation of the sys-
tem, and this maternity home is what can contribute to bet-
terment of local women’s and children's health as a model
that other relevant facilities could follow.

1 appreciate Japanese people’s great support for us and wish
our friendship would last ever after.

B. Pasupathiraja (/NANF 17—V %)
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Speech made by S. Shanmugam, GA, Vavuniya
Opening ceremony of MH at Divisional hospital
Poovarasankulam

Today is a memorable day for the people living at
Poovarasankulam and adjoining villages. As they are getting
a modern maternity ward at the Poovarasankulam hospital,
dedicated to the people by JICA and AMDA. For the last two
decades the people in Vavuniya district have been suffering
due to the prolonged war and there were many deaths, dis-
placement and destruction of properties and even the medi-
cal establishments were subjected to destruction and there
was no new constructions that took place. However, after the
ceasefire agreement signed between the LTTE and the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka there were some relief for the people to
return to their normal life for the past 3 years. Now we are in
the process of reconstructing whatever infrastructure that
were damaged or neglected due to the war. The Japanese
government is the main donor to Sri Lanka and they play an
important role in the peace process as well and there are
number of Japanese agencies which are also helping our coun-
try to rebuild our infrastructure and other humanitarian ser-
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vices. This is one project of that nature. This maternity ward
has been built with modern equipments. Now, JICA and
AMDA have fulfilled a need of a maternity home. However, it
is the duty of the people of the area to preserve and protect
what is already available and ensure that the facilities are fully
utilized. Actually, this is your property; you have to safeguard
this property as your own. It is people’s property. | have seen
in some places, some public property are not fully utilized
and not maintained properly. It should not happen to this
building.

Finally, I want to thank all who have helped in this project
and also who has arranged this opening ceremony. [ am
thankful to the invitation extended to me to take part in this
ceremony. [ hope JICA and AMDA will continue their good
services for the well-being of the disadvantaged people of this
district,

S. Shanmugam (> + > L4 4)
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[ am J. Mylvaganam, born in Jaffna, a mother of two daugh-
ters, and used to work for M.S.F France. In June 2004 I joined
AMDA as an assistant medical coordinator. One of my duties is
to assist Project Director in managing the project. 1 also inter-
pret and translate from English to Tamil and vice versa. This
year, we have been conducting training programs for midwives
and community health promoters (CHPs). Interestingly, those
midwives are now facilitating the training courses for the CHPs.
On the other hand, a maternity home in Poovarasankulam has
just opened. We hope that it will help mothers who live around
and eventually reduce the number of deliveries in the General
Hospital. We work hard inside/outside local communities to
advocate safe motherhood and proper utilization of grassroots

AMDA Journal 2005.8 19




RUS S HhAOAL LT b

medical facilities that lead to an increase in the number of deliver-
ies in the Poovarasankulam Maternity Home as well as the similar
facilities in other areas. Observing and provide guidance on meet-
ings among area-based CHPs are also our duties. By helping im-
prove their community work through capacity building, maternal
mortality will be reduced as mothers will have been treated better
and given more information about their health. I have been pro-
vided with great experiences while working in AMDA. Having suc-
cessfully completed one year, [ am very proud and happy to work
for AMDA and serve the people who are in need. I also thank the
Japanese government and Japanese people for assiting this project
in Sri Lanka. I will do my best to build up AMDA's project in Vavuniya
District.
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[ am Selvaratnam Seralathan, working as Project Officer for AMDA
since August 2004, holding an engineering degree from a local uni-
versity and a five-year experience as a site engineer and a project
engineer in both public and private sectors.

Under this project we have just completed the construction of
Maternity Home attached to Central Dispensary at
Poovarasankulam, and held the opening ceremony on June 27.
Construction took six months from December 2004 and June 2005.
The contractor selected through a tender procedure well cooper-
ated with us to maintain the quality and outlook of the maternity
home. Based on my experience I can say without hesitation that
our construction was successfully maintaining good quality. My sin-
cere thanks shall go to the local authorities, such as Government
Agent, Deputy Provincial Director of Health Services (DPDHS),
Chief Engineer and Executive Engineer, Department of Buildings,
both in professional and unofficial capacity, helped me alot to achieve
our project goals, especially in the new maternity home for our
people’s usage. Finally, I would like to thank Japanese people and
the Japanese government, and AMDA's staff for their assistance to
our community development. 1am very happy to work with AMDA
in this type of social development project.
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[ am Shirley Damayanthy, born in Colombo, having two children
at their 3rd year and 8th month. In March this year, | joined AMDA
as an assistant medical coordinator taking over my predecessor’s
work. Previously, | had worked for a private company as well as an
international NGO.

My duty in AMDA is assisting Project Director, taking advantage
of being fluent in three languages, English, Sinhala and Tamil.
AMDA, with its social development approach, aims to improve ma-
ternal and child health through appropriate referral system and to
widen opportunities for quality health services through capacity
building of health personnel, especially public health midwives
(PHMs) and community health promoters (CHPs).

The PHM refresher training programs intended not only to de-
velop PHMs’ knowledge base, but also to heighten their motiva-
tion and to facilitate their activities towards their community work.
Training focuses on their basic duties, such as clinical assistance,
antenatal and postnatal care in the field, information system, and
management. After the training we have started capacity building
meeting for CHPs in some villages.

A newly constructed maternity home in Poovarasankulam is to
support local initiatives to rehabilitate war-torn health facilities and
a referral system from the village level to the district level. We ex-
pect to partially reduce the number of deliveries and antenatal care
beneficiaries in General Hospital that has been constantly over-
crowded and has difficulty in providing proper medical services.

1 am very thankful to the Japanese government for the generous
assistance to our Sri Lanka. And I am very proud of myself to be a
part of AMDA.
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