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The 3rd International Conference
on the Medical Aspects of Telemedicine

Telemedicine Comes of Age - The Road to Hard Data

Program and Book of Abstracts

May 30-June 1, 1997
KOBE, JAPAN Y iER

The role of Satellite and Internet for international disaster medicine

Hideki YAMAMOTO, Kazuhisa TAKETA, Department of Public Health, Okayama
University Medical School, Okayama, JAPAN, Hiroshi SAWADA ,Tomoharu
NAKANO, Yasujuro KAMATA, Kenji KAWAHARA, Hiroshi TAKAHASHI, Shigeru
SUGANAMI, AMDA Japan, Okayama, JAPAN, :

Purpose: The role of Internet in the disaster medicine is emerging. AMDA, international
NGO working for emergency assistance to the disaster affected people in Asia, Africa and
other area, experienced the significant role of Internet for the disaster relief of Sakhalin
great earthquakes in May 1995. The immediate information on relief mission by AMDA
for Sakalin earthquake was transmitted through WWW server. Internet has been utilized
for the emergency mission by AMDA since Sakhalin earthquake as well as portable
satellite telephone. To improve the information communication system of disasters, the
exercise program of utilization of Internet was organized in the Tokyo metropolitan
disaster simulation program on September 1, 1996. Methods: Wide Area Network
system connecting personal computer at exercise site in Tokyo and WWW server located
in Okayama was established by satellite ISDN line (NTT). Situations of the disaster
exercise program (triage, transport program with charter airplanes etc.) were immediately
reported to AMDA headquarters as text files and converted to html files. Pictures captured
by digital camera were transmitted as image files to the WWW server at the headquarters
of AMDA in Okayama through the satellite line. Results: Immediate views of the
disaster simulation program on the home page of AMDA were demonstrated on the
homepage of AMDA(http://www.amda.or.jp) . Home pages of disaster exercise were
informative for the decision making in the desaster releif operations. Conclusion: The
importance of public investment for the infrastructure that enables high speed data
transmission and development of the data transmission protocol of the real-time movie
through Internet and satellite communication should be encouraged to organize the world
wide network for the disaster medicine.
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