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Press Release WHO/44
2 June 1994

MEDICAL AID TO SAKHALIN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

The World Health Organization (WHO) is sending five emergency health kits to help
vintima of tha sarthquake on Sakhalin Island in the Russian Federation. The kits include
antibiotics, drugs, surgical instruments, anaesthetics, and bandages. This WHO health relief
was made possible by a grant from the Japanese Government.

The assistance will supply the emergency health needs in hospitals and in the fieid.
One kit will cover the basic health needs of 10,000 people for three months, two other
surgical Kits will cover the needs of 200 surgical cases for 10 days and two more kits will
provide anassthetics for 200 operations.

The earthquake, which struck at 13.04 hours on 27 May 1995, 120 kms south of

Dkha. registered 7.6 on the Richter scale. The town of Neftegorsk is the worst affected and
s viriually destroyed.

Casualty figures on 1 June 1995 show that 445 people have been reported dead,
388 wounded, and 833 rescued from the rubble. 410 people have been evacuated. Adult

survivors are being accommodated in tents in Neftegorsk, while children are being looked
after in neighbouring towns.

Threa groups of trained rescue workers and about 400 support personnel from the
army. civil defence and police, with heavy excavating equipment and 130 vehicles, are
carrving aut rescue operations in the stricken town. Some 50 medical personnel, backed
by 10 ambulances and air transport are providing medical care.

WHO medical supplies will be used by the Government rescue teams and a Japanese
nongavernmental organization AMDA (Association of Medical Doctors in Asia) who are
already providing relief work in the area.

..... e T —

Far further information, please contact Christopher Powell, Health Communications and
Puhlic Relations, WHO, Geneva. Telephone (41 22) 791 2888, Fax. (41 22) 791 4858
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