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UNITED NATIONS {@‘g NATIONS UNIES
UNTAC APRONUC
NS

Office of the
Special Representative of the Secretary General
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC)

Date
2 December 1992

Dear Mr. Takahashi,

Thank you very much for your letter dated 15 November
1992. .

I am very impressed by the activities undertaken by your
organization, Association of Medical Doctors for Asia.

As you rightly pointed out in your letter social
infrastructure including health and medical care system in this
country is very poor at the moment, and UNTAC, for its part,
from the beginning of its operation in Cambodia, has placed
rehabilitation programme one of the major priority areas of its
work.

It is encouraging that many NGOs have been actively
involved in our common efforts to establish real peace and
reconstruct this country in their respective areas of
competence. This is a joint effort of all the people involved
in the process, including Cambodian people themselves.

I am especially glad to note that a group of medical
doctors like yourself have been tirelessly making an effort
under the difficult circumstances to try to provide medical
care to the people in a local community who are particularly
vulnexable in their health condition and medical facility as
extensively as possible from humanitarian concern. I believe
that either within or outside the framework of UNTAC our
efforts to rebuild this country are being made with the common
spirit of humanism. I am also sure that each and every effort
made by all the people participating in this challenging task
would contribute to build up a momentum towards a successful
conclusion of the political process to establish lasting peace
in Cambodia.

Mr. Hiroshi Takahashi, M.D.

Association of Medical Doctors for Asia
14E, Street 143

Phnom Penh



At the same time, it is inevitable for us to face various
difficulties in our daily operation in this complex and
sensitive undertaking.

I am, however, convinced that our devotion to our mission
should eventually bring about the result we all wish to
achieve.

I wish to thank you again for drawing your noble
humanitarian effort to my attention and hope for you continued
success in your difficult task.

Yours sincerely,

Yasushi Akashi
Special Representative
. of the Secretary-General

for. Cambodia
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'IATION OF MEDICAL DOCTORS FOR ASIA
(- MDA More Rohingyas volunteer

Voluntary Health Service for the Mya i e e
(A Joint Project of AMDA-Bangladesh, AN for repatrlatlon
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Press note

Govt will heip
vepatriate Rohingyas

The government is determined 1o
fake measures (0 ensure voluntary
repatrintion of the Rohingya re-
fupees amd has taken all possible
mensures in this respect, according 1o
u Press Note jssued by the Home
ihwistry in Dhaka on Wednesday,
eports BSS

The Press Note said most of the
refupees W the Cox's Bazur and
feknal  Rohingyn  refupee  camps
were gear t return home volystarily
andd their number wis increasing
prathually, But a handful of trouble
shooters-were active 1o create im-
petliments to their y repal-

weapons, They turned more violent
amd tricd 1o smatch away arms from
the pulice and the ansars on duty mnd’
sel ablaze the camp. The police had
to lathicharge 1o bring the situation
under control and resist their unruly
activities. As the unruly refugees did
not refrain from their harmiul activi-
ties despile repented warning of the
officer in charge of the camp. the
police were compelled 1o open fire in
sell-defence and 1o bring the situa-
tion under control as well as 1o
safeguard the government propertics
and also lives and propertics of the

f | were killed

rigtion by holidng out threar and
resorting to physical weare and
coercion. for this clashes took plice
ut several camps in the past und the
polive had 10 intervene 1o bring the
situation under control, it udded.
Explaining the Tuesday's incident
at o reflugee camp around 10 am
under Cox’s Dazar district, the Press
Note ssid when sume relugees of
Holdinpalong ~ Rohingya  refugee
camp at Ukhin expressed their desire
1o return home voluntarily, another
gronp, unwilling 1o return. resisted
the former. Some unruly refugees.
reluctant 10 return. became furious
when the officer in charge of the
camp was holding discussion to avert
clashes between the two groups, mt
one slage. the trouble shooters he-
came organised and fell on the re-
fugee camp with sticks and sharp

ree
and three others injured.

The officer-in-churge ol the camp
received hend injury and three ansars
antl one police were seriously injured
in the urmed attack of the unruly
refugees.

The police arrested five persons
for their involvement in the terrorist
nctivities,

UNHCR concern

The United Nutions High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
has expressed concern in the incident
which 100k place in Haludinpalong
Rohingya relugee camp on Wednes-
day, reports BSS.

A Press releast issued by UNHCR
Dhaka office said the ugency was
trying to nscertuin the cause of the

See Page 10 Col2

Govt.

From Page 1 Col. 3
cident ms well wv the number of
dead and imured.

Official sorces saidd three tefupees
were killed and 10 others including
seeurity  personnel  injured when
pulice opened fire 10 guell two
groups of unruly refugees on
Tuesdn

UNHCR's chief of mission in Dha-
ku has immediately contucied the
goverament [0 express ils concern
and offered 1o pssist in creating o
climate of colm in the camps so that
refugees wishing to returm 1o Myan-
mar can do so and resor 1o violence
could be avoided. the Press release
added.

COX'S BAZAR.
el e

fugees ure voluntecring to be
ated 10 their homeland in Mya
und @ lurge number of them had been
taken 1o Rangikhali transit at Teknll
here during the past few da
LAn | source told

rn-

dnty
Dhaka on Sunday that scveral m’in—

dred Rohin are awail
riation at I.teﬂl':hﬁkhlll o mp
und thut their number was incrensing
day by doy.
The srce sald that mn.m
[ i
volunicer for repatriation when lhq
came 10 know that those who had so
far been repatriated to Myanmar

were Inpemwiﬂlfullueemli
et 1,0
Auulof‘ll!powi
ludbeenumhck |
‘him“&plemhtnudOau-
lleri"mdlheynr:hlwyl

dow and

sdded, ch

M mrmilu:l hm pemil-
ted Bangludesh officiald 1o, visit, ré
patriated Rohingyn refugees in order

1o see for themselves under what
- See Page 10 Col2

More Roliingyas

From Page | Col.3 .
condition they are living there.
The source further said thai
Rohingyas were inspired fok
voluniary repatrial when they
found two UNHCR ives
present st the Rangikhali transit
camp &l the time of repatristion of
llnucoadhmhohhn:lmuu
October 12.
Meanwhile. plicem:uedabm
300 Rohingya refugees from diffe-
rent camps when they were engaged
in anti-repatristion activities,
J'\Hwe-u'mhn“‘ US team visited
ugee camps here on
mw praised governmént
measures laken for the refugees.

The team led by Jan'D. Wl&c
head of the refugee
Asia of the State Department m
optimitic that Bangladesh Govern-
ment would be able to tackle. the
refugee problem prope

;lnnn:mlﬂ. R':hggl
refugees in twenly cam) 1
Butar and Naikon rr

The source also sald thel the tenth
Bongladesh-Myanmar official level

talks on Mamrtpmi-ﬁm issue
mldlildymbeh:ldnmum.

Meet on Rohingyas

in. Ctg Oct 25
UHMH'-L':EI mn; Bl:h

lllllhrmaulhtl'eplril
Mﬂfwwmuwbe
luldlumum]w()ddur

Suun:u llid the Clnlluun; meet-

ingis lo discuss the bil-

ity of resuming the repatriation on a
large scale and Blnd:dahhllkuz.
1o submit ‘another list of

Myanmar refugees.

Meanwhilg, 112 relugees in two
balches have returned to their homes
in Burma voluntarily .while ahother

60-at Rongikhali transit camis are
swaiting repatristion an; um.g 3
‘DDih,&l has so far si
| refugees to R.lnpon [nl
clearance 1o sénd them back of which
Mysfimar _authorities have ‘given
clearance for 12,558,

The Rohingyas have fled  their
homes in Arakon and crossed into
Bangladesh since March last year 10
escape persecution by the Burmese
troops.
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ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL DOCTORS FOR ASIA
(AMDA)
Voluntary Health Service for the Myanmar Refugees in Bangladesh
(A Joint Project of AMDA-Bangladesh, AMDA-Japan and AMDA-Nepal)

PRE-TREATMENT STOOL EXAMINATION OF THE ROHINGYA REFUGEES:

Date of distribution of pots: 06/12/92

Hathod of distribution: Explanation & then distribution of plastic pote.
Then egein explained to collect the first feces in the early morning.
Fotal no.of distributing pots: 28

Roturmed or collected: 21 [ g":11 / £ :10 ) / Missed: 07

Date of both collection & preservation: 07/12/92

Name of the Lab.: Compath,Cox's bazar. | preserved in 10% formalin )
Date of examination: 29/12/92

Method: prepration of slide with normal ealine & then exsmination

under microscope.

Hame Age Sex Shed | Room | Ova of A.L./T.T./AD.JE.V. Name Age Bax Ehed | Room | Ova of A.L./T.T./A.D.fE.V,
no no. no no.
1.Md.Akkbar Ahmed | 40 o 15 [] AL= #4 10.Shariatullah 4 o 18 3 AL= ++
2.Marium Khatoon | 30 ¥ 15 ] AL= ++ [ TT= &4 11.Md.Yasin 20 a 20 7 AL= 44+ [ TT= +
3.Abu Byed 10 o' 15 L:] AL= #+ [ TT= + 12.Jannat Ara 3 2 20 7 AL= #4+ [/ TT= +
4.2ohota Begum 12 2| 18 B Al 44 13.M4. Jobear 7 & 20 7 AL= ++
S.Abul Hashem 40 o 16 3 AL= 2% [ TTm & 14.Md.Zahir 45 o 27 3 ALl= %
6.8yed Amin 5 & 16 7 TT= 44 15.Syeda Khatoon | 35 () 27 3 Alem 424
7.daring Khatoon L] '3 16 T AL~ + /T 16.Abdul Hamid 35 o 30 - ! Alw #4+  / TT= 4 / AD= +
H.Nur Hafeza 25 2 18 5 AL= ++4 [/ TT= + 17.Gul Bahar 20 £ 30 3 A= 444 [ TT= 4
9.Md.Siddique ar o' 18 a AL= #+ [/ TT» + [/ BV=—4 18.8anjida Khatu 3 {2 3o 3 A= 4 £ TT= 4+
19, Mostafees 20 a 3z 4 Al= +4+
20.Nasima Khatu 10 -3 36 4 AL= #4 [ TT= &4
|
. 21.8ajeda 10 ] 60 4 e +
Type of Infection AL T AD g
Mird 2 i1 1 1
Hoderate 13 3 o o
Savare 4 o L1} a
Type of Helminth
=Sk AL 19
L Fe |
Lo - 3
20 ction | TT
Mild 11 AD 1
Moderste 3
Savere 0 v X




ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL DOCTORS FOR ASIA
(AMDA)
Voluntary Health Service for the Myanmar Refugees in Bangladesh
(A Joint Project of AMDA-Bangladesh, AMDA-Japan and AMDA-Nepal)

HRIEF REPORT ON DEWORMING CAMPAIGN

IN MARICHYAPALONG, UKUTA, COX" 8 BAZAR:

Date: From: D1/712/92 to: 31/12/92 Associated Medical Anssmin Ekin Dirensas Conjunctivitis
complains: Malnutrition Respiratory treact infection
Mams of the members of 1.0r.O0snmy Kunii 2.0r.Soumitra Barua
the team: 1.Ma.Akiko Nagano 4.Mr.5.A.Razzak Traatmant given: 1.Pyrantal Pamoats ( Both tablet & syrup 1
S.Mr.Md. Nurullah fi.Mr.Md. Zonaid 1. Lavamisole { Doth tablet & ayrup )
3.Mabendazole { Both tablet & syrup )
. sita: Shed No.: 01 to 239
No.of attandance in Total numbers of the patients
Total: 5 3 2 4 heslth educatvion class and thelr parents
Ho. of tha
Daworming | 8 L 2991 ( 66. 18% ) Problesa faced: Lack of health education (ncloding sanitary
cases R knowledge and family planning Knowledge
X ¥ 2333 ( 3. 83N )
P Effectiva treatment for the cases & appropriste
Age =15 yra 32601 61. 23% ) suggestions: massures to prévent their spidamic out break
Group:
15 yrs 2064 | 3B. 7TTN )
NJW
‘%l‘a‘“’# Lansca
Project r:J-‘:I':'gtru:or Medical Officer
AMDA-Bang Ladesh AMDA-Banglsdash
1 S.h.Razzak | { br.Sousitcs Barua )
. Woekly Report:
Date / Numbers: Total o % | =15yrs | »15yre
01/12/92-07/12/92 539 284 | 258 328 211
07/12/92-14/12/92 297 159 138 178 119
14/12/92-21/12/92 1759 265 794 43 8.4 607
21/12/92-31/12/92 2729 1583 | 1146 1602 1127

4/12/92-21/12/9
oR1/12/92-51/12/9
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NATION

Another Health Post for Refugees

recently in Jhapa.
L

Bhutanese refugees being provided with the medical services at the referral health cenire openetj

p "‘-.

By A Staff Reporter
Kathmandu, Dec. 23 :

A referral health centre to
cater to the medical needs of the
numerous Bhutanese refugees
staying presently in the refugee
camps in Jhapa and Morang
districts was recently
inaugurated under the joint
auspices of the Association of
Medical ‘Doctors for} Asia
(AMDA)- Nepal, the AMDA.-
Japan, and thé B.P. Memorial
Health Foundation.

At present, the referral
health centre, which will be
providing OPD service to the
Bhutanese refugees who have
been referred by the SCF's
medical workers in the
concerned camps, will be
manned by two doctors assisted
by three nurses. Related
services will be provided by the

providing

support staff.

peaking at the inaugural

function chaired by Damak
Municipality's Mayor, Mr.
Indra Bahadur Budathoki, -the
chairman of the AMDA-Nepal,
Dr. Rameswar Pokharel, while
throwing light on the activities
and objectives of the newly
established referral  health
centre, also expressed the hope
that it would be benefiting the
local populace also
them with
required medical services.

Similarly, the general
secretary of the B.P. Memorial

the

‘Health Foundation, Dr. Chiplal

Bhusal, dwelt for some length
on the objectives of the
Foundation and highlighted the
purpose of the referral health
centre opened jointly by the

by

Foundation and AMDA-Nepal.
-Speaking on the occasion;
Dr. Hideki Yamamoto, the
secretary of AMDA-Japan, said
that the referral health centre,
equipped with X-ray and
ultrasound machine as well as
E.C.G. and lab facilities, would
be going a long way in
providing the required medical
services to both the Bhutanese
refugees and the local people.
The Chief Guest of the
function was Mr. Purnananda
Sharma, the ex-president of the
Nepali Congress, Jhapa unit.
The referral health centre
would also be upgrading its
present - - OPD  services.

According to Dr. Pokharel,

there are plans to establish a
15-bed indoor service in the
near future.

=
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AMDA Relief Committee for Somali Refugees
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AMBASSADE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI

TOKYO J‘SJ'L’
Ref: 067/AMBT/92/MA December 18, 1992

Dr. Shigeru SUGANAMI
President of Association of
Medical Doctors for Asia

Dear Dr. Shigeru SUGANAMI

I have the honour to inform you that my country is
presently sheltering a large number of refugees who fled the
harsh situation which is prevailing in the neighbouring country
of Somalia.

In order to help them, my government settled four (4)
reception-centers which are presently hosting a great number of
elders, children and sick people. However, due to the lack of
the appropriate assistance, those people are now facing the
epidemies which usually result from the bad hygien and from the
insufficiency of healthcare.

My country tried to share with those needees its already
weak sanitary infrastructure, as a result, 75% of the people
treated in our hospitals are refugees, but thanks to the
persistance of the crisis, the situation is getting such an
extent that we have to launch an appeal to the world, in order
we get assistance in this humanitarian task.

Kowing the great activities of your association in the
field of the dispatch of medical teams to the spots of the
world where people are suffering, I wish to apply to your
assistance and see if you could consider to send some doctors
in Djibouti.

While waiting from your reply, and anticipating for your
cooperation.
I avail, sir,
Entirely yours,

Amhyassgdor the Republic
of DjibBouti #o Japan
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Groups Collaborate On Somalia Aid

By Kakuya Ishida
Daily Yomiuri Staff Writer

Three Japanese nongovernmental
organizations are to collaborate on a
relief project for Somali refugees in Kenya
at the request of the Kenyan Home Affairs
Ministry. A member of one of the groups
said he believed the collaboration would
set an important precedent for future
NGO activities.

The project, which is estimated to cost
over ¥200 million, will involve more than
70 volunteers. An advance party flew to
Kenya Saturday.

Members of the Association of Medical
Doctors for Asia Japan Chapter,
headquartered in Okayama-ken, will
team up with Myanmar and Kenyan
medical staff to provide an outpatient
service in Mandera in northern Kenya,
and a traveling clinic based in El Wak,
Somalia, a town on the Kenyan border.

The African Education Fund, which
provides education and vocational I:rammg
will distribute protein-rich food, clothing,
tents, and supplies of rice, wheal. flour
and oil direct to the refugees with help
from local and Japanese volunteers. They
will also coordinate well-digging and
windmill programs. They will be protected

by Kenyan troops.

The Buddhist organization Rissho
Koseikai will assist the association from
the sidelines and get involved in solo
projects to improve refugees’ welfare.

“It's very rare for Japanese non-
governmental organizations with different
fields of specialty to collaborate in this
manner on an overseas venture. I hope
this will set the future course for Japanese
NGOs,” said Yoneyuki Kobayashi, the
association's Japan chapter deputy
manager.

According to a U.N. report, as of
December 1992, 425,000 refugees fled to
Kenya from Somalia. Somalis account
for 70 percent of all refugees in the

country. Another 100,000-150,000 Somalis
are trying to cross into Kenya, according
to the Kenyan government.

Teuyoshi Nishikata, Kanto district
branch manager of the African Education
Fund, said the Kenyan government’s
refusal to permit the ishment of new
refugee camps is leading to overcrowding,
friction among camp residents.

“The three groups have a lot of
with overseas activities in every field,”
Kobayashi said.

AMDA To Help Djibouti

The association will launch an urgent
medical relief project for Somali refugees
in Djibouti in January at the request of
Rachad Farah, ambassador to Japan in
Djibouti.

Djibouti, which borders Somalia and
the Red Sea, has a population of 400,000.
There are 65,000 Somali refugees in the
capital city of Djibouti and 20,000 refugees
in four refugee camps in Ali-Sabieh.
Between 100 and 200 refugees cross the
border every day.

About 20 doctors will participate in
the project from the association’s chap-
ters in Japan, Bangladesh, Nepal and
the Philippines. They plan to establish
a medical clinic in the camps and pro-
vide a traveling clinic along the border.
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‘Doctors to Be Sent for Somali Refugees - :
""In'response {o a direct request by the Republie of *
Djibouti's Embassy in Japan, a private medical organ-
ization based in Okayama City has decided to dispatch |59 =l i E il
two doctors to the African country in late January to
help it deal with a massive Influx of refugees fleeing 1993% (Fa5%#) 1468 KHB
the eivil war in neighboring Somalia. _

The Association of Medical Doctors for Asia says that £o8ARE :
by the end of this year it will send a lotal of 28 doctors -1 E 4 i g /
and nurses in five separate missions to Dfibouti. They -_% s ?
will treat diseases such as malaria and tuberculosis as g Bl m ~ Y
well as work to improve the nutritional situation of the =S HEFN o é
Somali refugees being cared for at three camps in Ejf R g i
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Hamdard University

Madinat al-Hikmal, Muhammad Bin Qasim Avenue, Of: Sharae Madinat al-Hikmal, Karachi-74700,
Telephone Nos. 650000, 653817, Telex No. 24520 HAMD PK, Telelax No,

[ Fax No.009221-471351

Ret. No. VC(HU)/93/ 4/ g
10th January, 1993

Dr. Shigern Suganami

| President

| Association of Medical Doctors for Asia .
, Suganami Clinic b

| 310-1 Naradu, Okayama-shi

| JAPAN.

Dear Dr, Suganami,

I 'write with reference to your visit to Hamdard University and our discussion on establishing a Chapter
of the Association of Medical Doctors for Asia in Pakistan. You have also asked us to recommend
names to you for attending your Conference which is going to be held on May 20, 1993. I am very
happy to write that two very leading personalities in the field of medicine and surgery have expressed
their willingness to attend your Conference; they are Dr. F. U. Bagai, FRCS, a leading Surgeon of
Pakistan and Dr. Khawaja Zaki Hassan, FRCP, who is the Dean of Bagai Medical College. Both
these two gentlemen are not only very well known personalities, both nationally and internationally
but are also responsible for creating and establishing one of the best medical colleges in Pakistan,
namely the Baqai Medical College. This College was established with the help of a Foundation known
as the Baqai Foundation, They have a name not only in the field of medical education but are also
actively involved in community and welfare activities and have established a number of health care
centres in the rural areas of the Province, They are the persons who are most appropriate for helping
you in establishing a branch of your Association in Pakistan. When they come o your Conference
you can discuss with them the modus operendi for the Pakistani Chapter of your Association. We, at
the Hamdard University, would also extend our cooperation to you for your activities in Asia in
whatever way we possibly can,

I would be requesting both Dr, Bagai and Dr. Hassan to prepare plans for a visiting medical team
from Japan to Pakistan in the areas where they think they are needed. But the month of May is not
very far and I think when they come to Japan they will discuss the issue with you.

" Sincerely yours,

(2PN 8
(DR. MANZOOR AHMAD) ==
VICE CHANCELLOR
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Integrating Foreign Workers
into the Community

Shigeru Suganami

Shigeru Suganami, M.D., Ph.D., founded the Associa-
tion of Medical Dactors for Asia in 1984 and the AMDA

Medical Information Center in 1991.

apan’s increasing international economic impor-
]tanca has attracted a growing number of foreign
workers. That they are actually living in Japanese
communities is a phenomenon far more significant
than traditional international exchange activities un-
dertaken to promote goodwill. Goodwill activities

Kyodo
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Woarkers from the Philippines gather for worship in Nagoya.
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are temporary exercises; but life is something that
goes on every day. Without a clear understanding of
the community one lives in, however, daily life can-
not proceed smoothly.

To live in a community, one needs various kinds of
information. This information is gained through ac-
cess to an invisible social system. Specifically, basic
information pertaining to daily life is transmitted
from the municipality to households by means of
neighborhood associations and other community or-
ganizations: to gain basic information on daily life as
a member of a community, one is obliged to partici-
pate in the activities of these organizations. This kind
of information is not reaching foreign workers, Par-
ticipation in community activities is also important
as a way of promoting understanding between foreign
workers and Japanese members of the community.

Even Japanese people who do not take part in
community activities feel isolated. Efforts to include
foreign workers in the activities of neighborhood as-
sociations, women's groups, children’s groups, and
elderly people’s clubs and in community hygiene ac-
tivities are needed, since it is unrealistic to expect
foreign workers to learn about and participate in the

Echoes of Peace




community system of their own accord. The compa-
nies employinﬁ foreign workers and the municipal
authorities in charge of alien registration need to work
closely with the community to explain the system by
which it runs and to encourage participation.

Also indispensable to daily life in a community
are housing, education, medical care, transportation,
communications, financial institutions, and shops. It
is important that the institutions concerned provide
signs, labels, and explanations in the necessary for-
eign languages and make sure that people or systems
for dealing with foreign workers in their own lan-
guages are available. In addition, explaining Japa-
nese customs and, in cases where these differ from
foreign workers’ own customs, stepping in to medi-
ate before problems arise will prevent friction in the
community.

To ensure that these endeavors are carried out
smoothly, every community should train an official
mediator, and the municipal authorities should see
that communities do so in an organized manner. [
propose the establishment of an “international cen-
ter for information on daily life” to oversee the tasks
outlined above.

Measures to deal with foreign workers’ emotional
health problems are also important. Stress caused by
interpersonal relations is inevitable whenever peo-
ple live in groups. Foreign workers living in Japan,
an alien culture, must be subject to unimaginable
mental stress. It is necessary to relieve their stress in
some way. In their own countries, unlike Japan, reli-
gion plays a significant role in ensuring emotional
health. Major religions represented among foreign
workers in Japan include Buddhism, Catholic and
Protestant Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Confu-
cianism. It is important to inform foreign workers
where they can find centers of worship in their own
faiths.

In April 1991 the Association of Medical Doctors
for Asia established the AMDA Medical Information
Center in Tokyo to provide telephone counseling on

The AMDA Medical Information Center offers phone counseling.

January 1993

An AMDA doctor treats refugee children in Bangladesh.

medical care to foreign residents. Based on my expe-
rience with the center, I can say that Japanese psy-
chiatrists cannot adequately treat foreigners' mental
stress. Aside from anything else, there is the lan-
guage barrier to contend with, and without full and
free communication people cannot gain a sense of
psychological satisfaction. The ministrations of peo-
ple of religion are also necessary, because the func-
tions of psychiatrists and of people of religion are
fundamentally different. Psychiatrists can treat men-
tal stress, but they cannot provide peace of mind.
And what foreign workers need is peace of mind.

I am going to make a bold suggestion: that Japa-
nese people of religion cooperate to bring to Japan
people of religion representing all the major faiths of
foreign workers’ countries of origin and set up an “in-
ternational center for information on religion” that
would take the lead in actively addressing problems
having to do with the peace of mind of foreign work-
ers living in Japanese communities,

I believe firmly that the activities of international
centers for information on daily life and on religion,
aimed at integrating foreign workers into the com-
munity, would yield experience, knowledge, and
wisdom that would be invaluable in enhancing Ja-
pan’s international cooperation activities both at
home and abroad.

In addition, I believe that nongovernmental organ-
izations engaged in international activities, with their
knowledge and experience of both Japan and other
countries, could play a valuable role in facilitating the
integration of foreign workers into Japanese commu-
nities. In order to promote international cooperation
overseas, these NGOs have gained an understanding
of the customs and lifestyles of various countries.
Through networking activities in each region of Ja-
pan, NGOs could pool and share their knowledge and
experience of other countries to help communities
better integrate foreign workers.

11
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