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Monday, July 13, 1992

THE DAILY

YOMIURI

b

Associated Press
A Myanmar woman and her chiid await food at a refugee camp in Bangladesh.

Myanmar Refugees Flee
Camps In Bangladesh

COX’'S BAZAR, Bangladesh (AP)—
Thousands of Myanmar Muslims are
fleeing refugee camps to escape dis-
eases and possible repatriation, and of-
ficials said Saturday barbed wire
fences will be built to halt the exodus.

Relief Commissioner Khandaker
Shahidul Islam said at least 6,000
refugees are misging from the 16
camps spread in the foothills of south-
eastern Bangladesh along the
Myanmar border.

About 270,000 refugees were living
in the camps after fleeing what they
said was an anti-Muslim crackdown by
Myanmar's Buddhist government in
their home province of Arakan. Islam
said a survey of the camps last week
found the number of residents had de-
clined to 264,000.

Most left in the last four months,
Islam said, when overcrowding and the
onset of monsoon raing brought diar-
rhea, malaria and pneumonia to the
filthy camps, mostly clusters of bam-
boo-and-thatch huts,

Government doctors and relief work-
ers say at least 20 deaths due to diar-
rhea and malaria are being reported
every day gince July 1 when heavy
rains began.

“If I get a chance, I will pack every-
thing and scoot immediately. I cannot
take this life any more,” said Hamdi
Hossain in the Gundhum camp outside
Cox’s Bazar on the Bay of Bengal coast.

Residents who want to leave can eas-
ily slip away and mingle with the local
population who belong to the same eth-
nic group as Myanmar Muslims,

For two-thirds of the refugees, food
is the incentive to stay. The rest live in
the open and are not registered and do

not qualify for the daily ration of 500
grams of rice a day.

Islam said the government plans to
fence three camps next week. The oth-
ers will be enclosed in stages next
month. “We are doing this to maintain
discipline,” he said.

Some reports also say many of the
women who have left the camps are forced
into prostltunon by gangs in bxg towns
and cities, a senior relief official said.

At least 100 women are known to have
ended up in brothels, the official said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Relief officials say another reason for
the exodus is the fear that eventually
the refugees will be forced to return to
Myanmar.

A planned repatriation on May 15
failed after violent protests by the re-
fugees, who say the predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar is still unsafe for them.

Myanmar Muslims started pouring
into predominantly Muslim Bangla-
desh in March 1991. They brought re-
ports of killings, torture, rape and
forced conscriptions by Myanmar sol-
diers in Arakan, a rugged province in
western Myanmar that is home to 3
million Muslims.

“None of these refugees is willing to
return until human rights conditions
improve,” said an official of the U.N.
High Commission for Refugees. He
spoke on condition of anonymity.

Myanmar denies there is persecu-
tion in Arakan.

“For the refugees it would be like be-
ing tossed from the frying pan to fire if
they are repatriated now,” said Milan
Kanti Das, a volunteer with the Public
Health Center, a private relief organi-
zation.
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NO. 1 T 1992 TEL/FAY (o341) 3821

EDITORIAL

AMDA-Bangladesh has taken up activitis
for only three months by dynamic
participation of AMDA-Japan and AMDA-Nepal.

AMDA-Bangladesh is now ready to move to
contribute to-its own country, as well as
to other Asian nations through the AMDA-Internationl.

AMDA-Bangladesh is going to get a registration from the NGO Affairs Bureau
of Bangladesh as a foreign NGO.

THE PROJECT IN COX'S BAZAR :

We have started our project on the 25th April, 1992.
Project components are dewormation and health education, Target group is all
the members of the family of the refugees.

By this time, we have completed two refugee camps named Dhoapalong and
Dechuapalong-1.

Now we are going to start our project in lloludiapalon as the third camp.

The reports of the two camps are enclosed herewith this News Letter.
Mr. S. A. Razzak y =

Project coordinater
AMDA-Bangladesh

FROM A JAPANESE POINT OF VIEW :
" Am I really in a refugee camp 7 "
" Am I really in Bangladesh 7 " . AL
People in Dechuapalong 1, the only camp | ever visited, never look miserable,
that makes me feel at ease a little, even they wear ragged I could not imagine
in my country.
" Bangladesh " sounds most of Japanese as hot and muddy country. But now I
enjoythis cool season very much recalling hot Japanese summer.

AMDA - Bangladesh is still just a baby, born to serve the people here for
their better medicine k better future. Other NGOs are of course doing much
better than we. There are a lot of things to learn from them.

The beloved baby will be brought up gradually with much learning and sometimes
failures too.

I do hope to see the baby's wonderful future with a Bangladeshi
face, Bangladeshi way of thinking for the people on this motherland.

Dr. Suketaka Iwanaga MD
Deputy project coordinator
AMDA-Japan

ROLE OF AMDA-BANGLADESH ON THE HEALTH PROBLEMS OF THE ROHINGYA REFUGEES :

Situation of health and medical services among the Rohingya refugees are
still unquestionable. The burning problems about health concern are
infectious diseases( mainly respiratory tract infection, skin diseases &k
conjunctivitis ) diarrhoea, malnutrition and anaemia of the children. All of
these problems are mainly due to their lack of health education including
sanitary knowledge and personal hygiene. So AMDA-Bangladesh took the
responsibility of their, helminthic problem k health education.

Now we are leading both the health education k deworming campaign in
Dechapalong-1. So we do hope that it will reduce both the morbidity & mortality
rate among the refugees in future.

Dr. Soumitra Barua MBBS
Medical Officer
AMDA-Bangladesh.

AMDA Bangladesh
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EDITORIAL

In this edition we have included more
Japanese points of view. This reflects
our thinking that AMDA cannot be a
true intgrnational organization without

exchange of opinions among different -
cultures. We really welcome visitors from outside Bangladesh so that we can
share our activities and come to reach the real understanding of one another.

THE PROJECT IN COX'S BAZAR :

We have been working in Haludiapalong as a third camp with the pgame
activities - Deworming campaign & Health educatuion. The total population of
this camp are 7557 {(og": 2203 /@ : 2057 , Children (0-12yrs):sS Syrs:1870/
>5yrs:1427 ) By this time we covered 90 - 3 o -

sheds out of 178 and the total number

of deworming cases are 2369 . We could

realize that Health Education is more

important , so that we are trying to

increase the methods and technigques of

Health Education day by day. Now we are

using big posters along with leaflet

which are given by the UNI CE F . We

distribute leaflet among the refugees.''®
Because of heavy rain fall we can not

achieve our target ,but we do hope that

we can cover the whole camp within two months.
Mr. S. A. Razzak

Project Co-ordinator

AMDA-Bangladesh

FROM THE JAPANESE POINTS OF VIEW : (-
Al

O Suggestions From Two Doctors :

¥ The most important thing is to co-operate with other NGOs. It includes
dividing the camp areas, sharing field of health programs, uniting health
education programs and evaluatihg the results of those operations with each
other.

Dr. Noriaki Tomono MD

AMDA-Japan AMDA Bangladesh
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ALL-PARTY M ON REFUGEE

Nepal For Talks
With Bhutan To
Resolve Issue: Phi

By A Staff Reporter

Kathmandu July 7:

Burdened by a burgeoning number of" Bhutanesa
refugees, Nepal will initiate urgent direct talks with the
Bhutanese government for resolving the issue .on a
bilateral basis. Should these efforts fail, India will be
persuaded to mediate. in the talks under a tripartite
arrangement, Prime Minister Girlja Prasad Koirala said. .

‘The Prime Minlster sald
the consensus was reached
among lenders from different
political parties convened by
Mr Kolrnla to discuss the
refugee problem, which s
nssuming serious proportlen.
Scven political partles sent in
26 delegates to the all-party
iricet.

“Nepal nitinted the "quiet =
-will be {nitiated with. Thimpu

diplomacy” ilit.y lo resolve
‘the probiem
o lacklustre response to the
‘overtures from Kathmandu,
Deuplte .-clforts - from the
government to contain the
stream of refugees, the flow
conlinued " with**‘the *
reaching 64,000 now. Mestly,
Jthe refugees are settled In
muke-shift shelters on the
banks of the Kankai River in
Jhnpa P

-Spenking to Lhe press after
the ‘all party mect, Prime !
‘Mintster Kolrala said the
‘meeling was almed at
‘reaching a broad Inter-party -
-gonsensus: for solving the

ut Thimpu gave -

‘total -

“worsening refugee problum.

despite the "quict diplomacy”
pursued so far,

Theé meeting agreed to scek
the asslstance of
international agencies [or
providing tmmediate rellef to
the displaiced Bhutanese
suffering from hunger,
malnutrition and discase,
Immediate biluteral talks

to {ind out amicable ways ol‘
resolying It

 _The all-party meet nnrecd

tu hold another round of talks
to determine the future course
“of actlon on the basis of the
results of  the present
{nitlatives, . 5 raweit L

Mr Kolrala sald that the
quiet diplomacy"” = will,
however, continue wm\ the
fresh tnluntlvun AN
‘eautioned’™ agalnsl
{nternationalization” of . the
{ssue" nddmg that India. wquld

be consul 'pl_'lqr tol I.ql“ng
"such steps;

Bhutan,

* "Indian ' cooperation’ {8
important in the resolution of

' the problem" said Mr.Koirala.

He recalled that his Indian
counterpart P.V. Narashima

Rao had, during a.recent
meeting in Rio de Janeiro,

.consented to mediate should.

bilaterul negotiations prove

- unlriftful.
¥ Answering' g

« another
question . dm. ‘the. pro-.
emocraty movement in’
¢ Prime Minister
sald that *it> was Nepal's
principled -mnd to lend moral
support ' democratic’
rnwemanu In nll parts of the:
world, -

Apart ‘from ‘the Nepall
Congress, the. Communist

Party of 'Nepal (Upified

Marxisl-Leninist), * United
People's Front Nepal, Nepal

d Sadbhavana ' Party, .Nepal
‘Workers' and Peasants' Party,:
Nationul -Democratic Party’
und . the "'Nepal® Commmunist
Party [Unlted] participated in
. the meeting, i~
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The Hayashibara Forum '93

International Medical Cooperation
with Respect for Native Cultures
The Idea and Development

of
“Asian Multi — National Doctors’ Mission”

20th — 22nd, May, 1993

at Hayashibara Fujisaki Research Institute
Okayama, Japan

Organized by
Association of Medical Doctors for Asia

Sponsored by
Hayashibara Foundation

Several basic criteria for panelists are :

For Part 1, a religionist (belonging to a main religion of
his country) or a governmental officer or a scholar of social
science. who is concerned with cultural aspects of medical
service and has experience in fical vol ivity or
related matter.

For Part 2, a clinical doctor who is familiar with traditional
medicine of his country as well as with modern medicine, and
practi herbal medicine or other traditional remedies.
For Part 3, a doctor or an organizer of a medical group
who can potentially be involved in the Multi-National Medical
Mission.

Application Form

Panelist Candidate for Part 1, 2 &

Name :

Sex : Age : Nationality :
Affiliation :

Speciality :

Address :

Telephone :

Fax :

Recommender
Name ;

Affiliation :
Address :
Telephone :
Fax:

Other Communication




The world is becoming more and more borderless.
More international cooperation is urged also in the
field of medicine. The Association of Medical Doctors
for Asia (AMDA), a non-governmental organization
composed of doctors from fourteen member countries,
has been a leading force in this dimension in Asia.
Under the slogan of “Better Medicine for Better Future
in Asia", AMDA has held international conferences, led
exchange training programs, dispatched medical rescue
teams to disaster stricken areas, promoted a medical
information network for foreigners in Japan, opened an
AMDA clinic in Nepal and so on. AMDA has now
reached a unique idea of “Multi-National Doctors'
Mission™ ; a system designed to provide a more local
society-oriented medical service in Asia.

The Forum is composed of three parts.

Part 1:
Philosophy for International Medical Cooperation
International medical cooperation is most effectively
fulfilled when the medical culture (the attitude toward
health, medicine and life included) of a targeted local
people or society is understood. Not only doctors, but
also anthropologists, religionists and philosophers are
invited from several countries. Differences and
similarities in the medical cultures of various countries
and relevant difficulties for cross-cultural medical
cooperation are discussed. It is attempted to overcome
differences and pursue a basic philosophy applicable
for medical aid directed to people with different

A cultural backgrounas.

Part 2:
Traditional Medicines as Medical Resourses
Each country has its own history of traditional
medicine. Although traditional remedies are mostly
replaced by modern medicine, there seem to be some
which are beneficial enough to be integrated into
modern medical practice. For example, Kampo herbal
medicine is reappreciated in Japan where the newest
modern medicine is abundant. Clinical doctors from
different countries who practice regional remedies in
accordance with modern medicine are invited. The
present situation concerning traditional medicines in
various countries are discussed . Strategy for
reassessment and conservation of useful traditional
medicines are probed.

Part 3:
Action Program for Establishment of
“Asian Multi-National Doctors’ Mission”

Representatives from member countries, mostly
AMDA committee members, are invited to discuss how
to realize the suggestions of the Part 1 and 2. A
concrete action plan is searched to embark on the
establishment and management of the AMDA's Multi-
National Mission.

—Requests for Applications —

Although panelists are basically assigned through the
AMDA network, this forum is open to others so that
more suitable participants are recruited from wider
circuits. If you sympathize with the idea, you are
kindly requested to recommend suitable candidates
from your country (yourself included) for the Forum.
Your recommendation will be sincerely assessed by the
Committee.

The cost of flights and accommodations for stay in
Japan will be fully covered by our budget for the
invited panelists.
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JAPANESE, * 1 FOREIGN AID AND CHARITIES

prlvale,,
contributions  to Third | World |-
charities are on the increase lnr
what Is regarded as one sign ol

‘the country's growing pubu.nh

awareness of global problems,”
Although critics may con,.:
tend that the response of tha
Japanese public is long over:
due, there are several histori-
cal reasons for the reluctance

of the individual Japanese to "

become Involved in charltabh,

|, enterprises abroad.
The Japanese lraditlunally 1‘

have relied on the government *
to solve most soclal problems
outside the indlvidual's nwn
environment. |

Although charitable glving fs
strong in Japan, it is normnlly
confined to Ihm in one's fan:
iy, compa'nr or nelnhbuuﬂ
hood.

This rel]m'lu the’ Conludln
tradition, which pmmntu mll

.| ance on the group.

The Japanese ;mrnmmt 3
role as one of the world's llrl*;.

est nlddmmtntheumnpu.

ing world has discouraged
vate ald. The country's fi
nid amounted to §ilbn ls.lt

yeal
Buddhlst Japan also lach a
strong overseas missionary tra- | _

S iEm
TH

QPN ZIT 4 S A G

O° * EEFT URMENT A
E®RSIN

-—
-

SCOMV \UN

BHUESHAV
FRITHEIISA oA ZAS

D ZEEC-Z2EUNC O

FOBFESHTHE L IHNONTF

BEASOF AT AN

et

SHICFZNUBH A A
=

-

hdodbLhn

O[OS/ & | OB 3
WO mAER STk

-

FINANCIAL TIMES MONDAY JULY 13 1992

Growing awareness

* dition similar to that of west-
ern countries, while its post-
war quest fo catch up with the
west led il to ignore less devel-
oped countries.

‘The refugee crisis of the

Indochinese "boat people” in _

the late 1970s, however, was
the first event that plerced the
public’s post-war Isolationalist

% attitude to the prublnm of the

Third World.
Several Japanese student

* groups sent volunteers to the

‘refugee camps In Thalland.
i 'This activity created the foun-
dation for the growth of non-
governmental organisatlons

(NGOs) engaged in. interna- -

:;oma] development co-opera-
on

TbmJ are now an esumated
270 Japanese non-profl
* gations dealing with n’ﬁnd
World jssues, although this
constitutes only 1.3 per cent of
the total number of private
« foundations, in Japan. ;

b} TuEaN
HF « SARTS ° 9F@FFT
EHAS T

=

A

e

THIREBHSTHERZICZ

EME O PRI BH TS
SHBMINTEE > TS

THOFATIdtdrr =TS

GRSV S C= eI
s

SEEAFRATD

Eoad TS oANNTmrig v

P

FROE IS HSCHZI =R

Many have been established
by former student activists
who belleve that the govern-
ment's Official Development

" Assistance (ODA) programme
‘ does

not devote enough,
resources to grass-root develop-
ment projects.

Critics argue that ODA aid is
mainly used to promote indus-

Japanese companles.

A shortage of hulh {undlng
and volunteers, however, still
presents serious problems for
the Third World NGOs despite
growing public support in
recent years.

Although private contribu-
tions to Third World charities
are approaching Y15bn, a third

of that amount fs designated

for the Japan chapter of Unicef

and the Foster Parent Plan.
More than 100 organisations

must compete for the rest.
“The average budget of a

- NGO is quite small, about
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Y20m,” according to Mr Hiro-
yuki’ Yumoto, deputy director
of the Japanese NGO Centre.
for International Co-operation,
which represents 35 grnups in
the Tokyo region. -

The financing problem has
been eased somewhat by the
creation, three years ago, of

. the Voluntary Deposit for
trial projects that will heneII'l .

International Ald, a postal
deposit system to help Third
Werld nations,

Under the system, Japanese
can donate 20 per cent of the
intzrest from thelr postal

. savlngs accounts for Third

World projects. The Ministry of
Posts and Telecommunications
(MPT) distributes the muney to

.selected NGOs,

Mare than 5m Japanese par-
ticipate in the fund and will
give an estimated Y2.4bn this

year,

The MPT has become the
biggest government financlal
source for the NGOs, exceeding

the small amount of money

. given hy the Foreign Ministry.

Some of the funds are used
to attract personnel for NGO
projects in the Third World. '

“Although we rely on volun-
teers to carry out much of the
administiation, we need to find
skilled people to operate the
programs in the Third World,"
said Mr Hisashi Shibata, senlor
programme officer for the
Japan lnlemntlmml. Voiuntee,r
Centre, .

“They need to bs pald
because they often have their
own families to support,”" he
explains.

“It is growing difficult to find
skilled technlcians, especiallys

#when there is.a labour short-
age in Japan.”

Mevertheless, a spirit of uﬁﬂ vincing the Japanese that they

mism prevails among the Japa-

nese NGOs. “I believe that the ' of the world that are less fortu-

country's prosperity is con-

nate,” sald Mr Yumoto.
“It 1s my hope that the NGOs

have a responsibility to areas have reached the turning point

where they find wide accep-
tance and support in Japan."

John Burton
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