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Doctors’ Group Aids Bhutan Refugees

By Kakuya I[shida
Daily Yomiuri Staff Writer

A Japanese nongovernmental orga-
nization, the Association of Medical
Doctors for Asia (AMDA), has launched
the first medical relief operations in
Nepal, for more than 50,000 Bhutanese

es.

On July 9, AMDA dispatched a
Nepalese doctor who was trained in
Japan, It will send a Japanese doctor
and nurses in August and is now
accepting applications for volunteer
medical practitioners.

“Bhutanese refugees have not
received a lot of attention in the mass
media. But medical support for them is
urgently needed. It is significant that
we are sending Japanese and doctors
from other Asian nations together to
that troubled area,” said AMDA repre-
sentative Shigeru Suganami.

The refugees are Bhutanese of

Nepalese origin who fled to Nepal via
India. The number of refugees is a sig-
nificant portion of Bhutan’s population
of about 1,500,000. The refugees have
fled at a rate of 250 per day over the
first three months of thia year.

According to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), several hundred refugees
fled to Nepal in early 1990, claiming
that the Bhutan government had esca-
lated its persecution of ethnic Nepalese
in recent months and reported beat-
ings, tortures and rapes.

The nation's royalty reportedly fears
that Bhutan's traditional culture will
be swallowed up by Nepalese culture.
The government reportedly has
enacted strong legislation to expel eth-
nic Nepalese.

“It's just a matter of time before the
number of refugees reaches 100,000,"
said AMDA Secretary General Hideki
Yamamoto, an assistant professor of

_8_

the medical department at Okayama
University after an inspection tour of
the refugee camps in June for the med-
ical support project.

UNHCR and a few foreign non-
governmental groups are contributing
to relief operations by supplying food,
water, shelter and sanitation, but t.hey
are unable to cope with the growing
number of refugees.

Yamamoto said the camps’ poor con-
ditions are deteriorating. The lack of
medical personnel is especially crucial.
Infant mortality is high mostly due to
malnutrition. Refugees with malaria,
measles and dysentery are common.

AMDA has 14 branches in Asia that
send doctors to troubled areas. It will
establish an Asian multinational doctors’
group ameng all the branches in 1993 to
cope with urgent problems such as natural
disasters and refugees in Asia.

For more information, call AMDA at
0862-84-7676.




Kathmandu visit . July 1892, _ A Comprehensive report. 16th July 1982 Thurs.

10th July 1982, Fri. - from o Get up 5 AM and Leaved for Timal refuges camp at 6.45 AM

July Departed from Osaka(Japan) to Bangkok. et - .

1ithJuy 19828t — :
Arrived at Kathmandu at 12.55 PM. Obsarved the health camp and treatment room.
Disscussed with Dr.NirmalDr. Rohit and 2 supervisors.and got Discussed with local paople about their Immediate gumms
breefing about the aclivities to the Bhutanese refugee camps and they said that Tarpolene(Plastic)shests for roof Is lacking
from AMDA-Nepal, and to wear and health problems are major at present.
Discussed other regular activities of AMDA-N;g;I,ﬁllr There was a lady with heavy blesding since last wlm but
progress and problems and give instruction to solve the local there was no vehical to transfer her to other hospitals and was

ems.
gﬁwmmrm:\mmmh

telephane.
News broadcasted by Radio, Television and News papers that in 7.00AM returned to Birtamod and came to Maldhar
Bhutaneese !ﬂupuucnrrp!iq%uplomndodbmma! refuges camps at 7.25 AM.In also we visited the health
Diarrhoea / dysentry and fever.The age of the dead person clinic and discussed with the local refugees and got Informations
varies from 10 days to 90 Yra. about their problems and faciities. Ws also observed the places
12th July Sun. 7.46 AM wa lett for another refugee camp at \Where we
reached at 9.30 AM.Where we visited the Lutheren World
\am to TU.Teaching Hospital,Discussed with faculty msmdﬁm.SCF(UK)MﬂmDummlem
rs y
Discussed with Dr. Ris Ogiwara (JICA) about the problems.
Tmmhm,mmummgmmwmmw Wa also talked with the duty nurse Miss Katila about the
some kiea from him. which they are facing day to day. She said lack of
mmumurwwhum. adicine and Man power is the biggest problems,no effective
Discussed with Dr. Sasanka of late B.P. Kolrala) and referral system, so many serious patients are not getting
ur.nmnmaummmpr?umm special attention .
refugees with AMDA-Nepal and B.P.Memorial Health
Foundation . We saw the school was running In the air no huts and no
Waiting telephona from the Japanese team for waler filter blackboard,no rooms, no shelter to the
programma. There was another problem of religion ,because the
2 Mon are I wmauu.d’hdu:rkmmlmu;z
e husband and wife and thelr familiss.
10.AM we returned back to Damak and arrived at 10.26
Foliow up of Fax machine in the dstom office at airport AM.after wunmm K.Yamada and thelr
Follow up of letter given to SCF and discussed with Mr.Prakash i v Via Biaapar Abport
Kolrala. 10.30 AM | and one of AMDA-Nepal's Supervisor Bijaya went
Visitad to Nepal Red cross society office and discussed about
hwdﬁﬁwwhthM. Mlnd umwumwmmwb?hsggmm
discussed many thing and possibilities AMDA-
with Mr. Tirtha Raj Wanta programme co-ordinator Nepel Red Nepal 10 the refugess but they wers talking as them In
Cross. mwmmwmm we wil
sand a reply letter to Nepal on Monday and then you do
14th July 1982.Tues. socoringly.

umh Mm government Hospital).He lln
Letter send to the Nepal Red Cross. explain camps.Then
Vitadto Miisy o Hoal o &y boe Faxmachi. e sl e Shdarts g,
3.30 PM met with AMDA -Nepal executive members and mm htim: Wﬂm side. ]
to ] man Board
discussed in detall about the problems and constrains of the m.. n e H w"““wd“
project and finally we reached to the conclusion that, any way ﬂlurptmlnﬂh:o ospital premices and glve me answer
we have to start any activity to the Bhutansese refugees in tomormow Kathmandu.
7.30 PM recslved phone call from Mr Naito and planned to visit 17th July Fri.
next day to the refugee camps. After fixing the programme | 8 AM want to Koshl Zonal Hospital and meset Dr Yam Bahadur
contacted Dr. Rle Ogiwara(JICA Dr. working in TU.Teaching gﬁwlwmm;?'wmm
Hospital Kathmandu) to go with us together . she was also mmwmmﬁm&hnw wa do not
Interested to visit the refugee camps with us ; but she was busy . refugees should come
at that ime and said | coukd not go this me. to the hospital through the general process.
3.45 PM returened back to Kathmandu.
16th July 1992 Wed. Talk in telephone with the Additional secr for Health

Mr.Bhoj Ral Pokharel about the project and for duty free Fax
Fiow to Birainagar at 4 PM and arrived Biratnagar Airport at g

Talk with the AMDA-Nepal Executives in telsphone about the

5PM. After that we took a hired jeep and went to the refuges
in e e shuation and developmant of the project work.
18th July Sat.

Vished refuges camp of Patthari (Morang district).at .30 PM. Visited Bishnu Gaon Health dinic at BAM.
Find out the acute problems according to the refugees. NH ""‘5”‘:', " Illlml “"mwm’mlmﬁm'““%
Visited the health centra there and knaw @y 2 baby Dr.Sasanka Kolrala(son of late B.P.Koirala and
were died that night due to dyarrhosa / member of B.P.Memorial H Mysel!,Dr Nirmal
We talk about on health aspect with Dr.Dhruba and others were presented .
ihe doctor Dr. Bed Khatwada 3.30 PM visited Pasupall Aged centre to check the




19thg July 1892 Sun, 27th July 1892 Mon,

After that we \ discussed seriously with B.P.Memorial
stiation e mrmm oAy e il

n on our 3 n
o e

Bhutaneese rll\.n.o refarral health centre ﬂw drafti
ng

Proposal final and submission to the B.P.Memorial Health
Foundation necessary action on It .B.P.Memorial

MF&um I;iroto llotter!:hl Hmmﬂoh%
ministry r. Rambaran Yadav. requesting
approval to our proposal.

We visited to helath minister but because of parilam
seasion he was busy and we could not meet him today.

24th July 1982 Fri.

5.30Am went to Ministers quarter to meet him with Dr.C.L. Bhusal
but minister was out of the house and walted till 8 AM he do not

10 AM contacted the ministry of Health whether the minister Is
In his office or not ,but he was not in his office , even after 4 PM
#l30 he was absent In his office 50 we could not meet him .

25th July 1892 Satur.
Meeting with AMDA-N&UMMM
um«mwmmuwm'wmhm
programme runned for Bhutansess refugess by AMDA.

26th July 1882,Sun.

5.30 AM Me :'nd Dr. Bhusal went to the minister quarter

! tre :
Health Foundation and member of AMDA-Nepal also) went to
the ministry and meet proposed our
nlso gave the letter written by B.P.Memorial Health
Foundation.After to

our idea and proposal he sald
come tomorrow at 10 AM In his office for necassary process.

10 AM | visitad to Ministry of Health and walted for minister till
10.45 AM .Then Minister
m.hhmmmhmwﬂm

After that, lstter send to the concem division,| followed the Istter
and also talked about It with the chief of that division
Dr.Mrs . Suniti She said | shall prepare a letter for it
please wait.But | had no time to walt because on the same day
&t 11.55AM | had to be in the Airport to go back to Japan.

| wrote a letter to Dr.Nirmal about all these development and
send to him through one of our supervisor.

12.00noon | reached at
2.56PM left Kathmandu for i

-
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