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Thai opposition leader to visit
Farm methods will be studied during two-week stay

OKAYAMA (Kyodo) Thai oppo-
sition leader Chamlong Sri-
muang, who led a prodemoc-
racy campaign against the
military regime in May, will
pay a two-week visil to Japan
next month to receive train-
ing in organic agricultural
methods and study the na-
tion’s agricultural coopera-
lives, a citizen’s group has an-
nounced.

The former Bangkok gover-
nor, invited by the Associa-
tion of Medical Doctors for
Asia, will receive instruction
at the Takamatsu Agricultur-
al Cooperative here, a spokes-
man for the group said.

Members' of the AMDA,
who became acquainted with
Chamlong through their vol-
unteer activities in Thailand,
offered last November to set

11 AMDA/JAPAN NEWS LETTER JULY

up a special series of agricul-
tural training programs in Ja-
pan. ;

Shigeru Suganami, a doctor
who heads the AMDA, said he
received a letter Friday in-
forming him that Chamlong

‘will come to Okayama next

month.

Chamlong has requested
that Suganami train a num-
ber of Thai agricultural ex-
perts, who will be sent to vil-
lages in northeastern Thai-
land, an AMDA member said.

Several Thai farmers,
teachers from agricultural
schools and doctors will ac-
company Chamlong. For part
of their visit, they will stay at
the homes of the association’s
and cooperative’s members,
the AMDA source said.

Chamlong went to the U.S.
to be trained as an army offi-
cer after graduating from the
Royal Military Academy of
Thailand.

In 1985, he successfully ran

in the Bangkok gubernatorial
election, calling for realiza-
tion of "“a costless election
and uncorrupt national poli-
tics.”
. By leading the May anti-
government campaign, he
took the initiative in eventual-
ly toppling the Suchinda gov-
ernment. .

“I hope our agricultural
knowhow will contribute to
raising the standard of agri-
culture in Thailand,"” Sugana-
mi said. I want to deepen un-
derstanding with the -Thai
people through agricultural
exchanges.”
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