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ABSTRACT

Disaster relief activities of AMDA, an international
non-governmental organization(NGO).

Tatsuya Hayakawa'?

AMDA Japan',Sapporo City General Hospital, Department
of Emergency and Critical Care Medicine®

AMDA, the Association of Medical Doctors of Asia,
based in Okayama city, has 18 country chapters. It is an
international medical non-governmental organization
(NGO), founded in 1984, working for an improvement in
health and related area in Asian and other local commu-
nities. The AMDA projects include humanitarian assis-
tance to victims of natural disasters and war refugees
through medical care, as well as giving medical advices to
foreign residents in Japan. It has as its motto “Better
Quality of Life for Better Future” a goal to be realized by
means of “mutual understanding, mutual assistance.” When
an emergency occurs, a group is formed consisting of
doctors and coordinators from AMDA country chapters
and is sent to the site. NGOs are able to make a quick and
flexible response to disaster. In order to do this, NGOs
should strengthen partnership to activate mutual assis-

tance.
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