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　　　　　　AMDA

－What do you know about it?-
　The
Association of Medical

Doctors of Asia（AMDA）is a

medical Nqo workjng for

　The motlo ofAMDAis “Better

medicine f1)rbetter future", which

should be realized through mutual
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　．　　　　---一一-一一一---･･ミ～●auuu＆uJIJu1Uajimprovement in hea】th and related　understandilig, assistance and well

areas in Asian and African loca】being.The association is based in

communities. AMDA was first　okayama Qity in western Japan

conceivedw!lena Japanese doctor　皐nd has 900 members in i5 Asian
大－.j4...，-.－』?--¶・　゛　　　　’－and two medical students rushed

to Thailand in 】979 with the

intention of extendjng a helping

hand to Cambodian refugees

evacuated from the civil war. ln

spite of their good wil】,theyfound

themselves unab】e to do anythin11･

Thehやlp】essness they then

experienced became the motjve to

establish AMDA in 1984.

countries，of which 700 are in

Japan/AMDApr(!jecls jnclude

rendering huminjtarian assistance

to victjms of natural disasters and

to refilgees of wars and civil strife｡

　AMDA estab】ishedthe Asian

Multinational Medical Mission

(AMMM)in May 1993 to help

refugees and the sufiering in Asia

and Africa･ -lhen an emergency

occurs， a group of doctors from

AMDAcountrychaptersisfbmled

and sent to the gite.Member

doctors have multilingual， multi-

religious，andmultl-cultura】

backgrouDds.Their prx)filssional

ethics and the requirement for

humanitariajl aSsistance activities

take precedence over the inherent

diversjty among themselves and

their patients.

　　At present， such groups are

carrying out medical relief action

for refugees in Somalia， former
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　　Rwanda as well as in other coun-

　　tries.

　　AMDAlalsogives medical

advic6･toforeignﾚresidents in

Japan.　There are about l.28

millioli registeredfofeign

residents in Japan. When megal

residents are added， the number

ex(5eeds l.5 million. Niedical care

fot these people has now become

an important iisue in the general

medical　service　of local

comlilunities.The AMDA

lnternaljonal Medical lnformation

Center，established in Tokyo in

Apri11991，perft)rms telephone

consultation for foreigners in

Tokyo concerning the Japanese

health care system.The center

provides medical information in

eight different languages， and it

receives over 200 calls monthly.

A similar ofnce was also opened

in osaka in 1993｡

　レlbday'ssociety,bothdomestic

andinternationa】，is confronted

with a difficult problem of“How

to lmake a di･versity of values

coexist."A variety of values may

coexist only when people try to

cooperale to reach a common goal.

A141)A is a proactive NGO that is

undertaking to realize it｡

　AMDA Headquarters: 310-1

Narazu,0k4yama 701-12, Japan，

lel:＋81-86-284-7730,Fax:＋81-

86-284-8959｡

　　AMDA Tokyo office: AIOS

#506，1-10-7 Higashi7Gotanda，

Shin哺awa,1徊(yo 141,Japan, li11:

＋8 1 -3-3440-9073， Fax:＋81-3-

3440-9087.　ご
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　On May 28，】995，at01:03 1o-　mission,theyseeond medical mis-

caltime(GMT 13:03, May 27),an　siotl was organized and departed

earthquake ofM7.6occuriedinthe　okayamaonJμne2.Several Japa-

nQrth9rn part ofSakhalin island， nese NGOs collaborited with the呻rt知mp疸tycf Sakhalin island，

Ru=ssia.More than 2,000 casuil-

tieiW9re fep(jrted｡

……AIりIDA immediately respo萱lded

to the disaster and sent a medical

World NGO Network,･which had

beininlQ)be to help the sufieflrs

of the Greal Hanshin e鮮thquake，

in thi reliif adtivities for the

Sakhalin:earthquakQ initiated by

mission on May 29，theday　AMDA.
followi!lgthe earthqu4e.Tbis◇
first tφam was disp4tch¢dybya　　Eight t･e･rjsonnelﾚf】ewby a

chartered smal! aeroplatleμi)m　Russianaert)plane with 13 tons of

okayamaairport with 80kg of　mediciile ＼a､lid/reliefmaterials

emergency inedicalsupplies.

　The first mission visited
Neftegorsk，the most sevetely

　Rescue and relief actiりitiesby

Russian名ov紺nn16nt were gQing

well，bgt th6 i童lternatiotlalsupport

wailnecess幇yfot the earthquake

victims.'Due to the economical

crisis ili Russia， the amount of

medicine aμd inedical supplies

were iilslifficientto cover up the

maSSiVe medjCal demand 110m thel

victims.

Based on the report of the first

(shelter,bl如秘ts，food，heaters，
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ment.Distribution of the r必lief

material was performed by the

State govemment of Sakhalin.

etc.)，にlnthJejecond mission，

emiihasis==W=郎iiven on the distri-　　The concept of the emergency

b4io4･,6f,re111f materials and　assistance by NGO Was initially

d即!aged town･ and ocha･ the cen’ mi511jcal supplies since it had been ∧tx）twell understood by the Russian

tral city of NortheriSakhalii.へal一idy known fi,om the recolinais-　people， bicause such relief

ThQy ilsioobserved the regional　sance 6fthe firstmjssion thatlhere］!ictivities in Russia had usually

lhospitalｿof ylizhno-Sakhalinsk to　were sufficient medical personnl………beetidone in the public sector.

whl（ih mally severely injured　and that the crisis had been w611 ，.Afteytheajmsandactivitiesofthe

pa励ntli weietralsfe“ed･　　　　　managed by the Russian goiei.＼AMpAり1/ml卵jon were realized。

　　‥‥‥:………hoWever，iti i･elief work was

greiltly卯preciated.The:Fiiend-

ship AssociatiQn ofJapan and

Sakhalinmuch contribut6d with

≒their lollistics ind administrative

　support in AMDA゛s activitjes in

　Sakhalin.
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