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More Rohingyas volunteer
for repatriation

(.. MDA
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Press note
Govt will he:p
vepatriate Rohingyas

The government is determined o

ke measures 1o enwre voluntary
cepatriation of the  Rohingya  re-
fupces and has taken all possible
ieasures in this respect, according to
a Press Note issucd by the Home
Munistry in Dhaka on Wednesday.
reports BSS.

The Press Note said most of the
refugees at the Cox’s Bazar and
Feknat  Rohingya refugee  camps
were gear to return home voluntarily
and their pumber was increasing
gradually. But a handful of trouble
shooters -were active to create im-
pediments to their voluntary repat-
riation by holidng out threat and
resorting  to physical torture and
coercion. for this clashes took place
at several camps in the past und the
police had to intervene to bring the
situation under control. it udded.

Explaning the Tuesday’s incident
at a refugee camp around 10 am
under Cox’s Bazar district. the Press
Note said when some refugees of
Holdiapalong  Rohingya  refugee
camp at Ukhia expressed their desire
to return home voluntarily. another
group. unwilling to return. resisted
the former. Some unruly refugecs.
reluctant to return. became furious
when the officer in churge of the
camp was holding discussion to avert
clashes between the two groups. at
onc stage. the trouble shooters be-
ame organiscd and fcll on the re-
fuged camp with sticks and sharp

weapons, They turned more violent
and tricd 1o snatch away arms from
the police and the ansars on duty and
set ablaze the camp. The police had
to lathicharge to bring the situation
under control and resist their unruly
activities. As the unruly refugees did
not refrain from their harmful activi-
ties despite repeated warning of the
officer in charge of the camp. the
police were compelled to open fire in
self-defence and to bring the situa-
tion under control as well as to
safeguard the government propertics
and also lives and propertics of the
refugees. Three refupees were Killed
and three others injured.

The officer-in-churge of the camp
received head injury and three ansars
and one police were seriously injured
in the armed attack of the unruly
refugees.

The police arrested five persons
for their involvement in the terrorist
activitics.

UNHCR concern

The United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
has expressed concern in the incident
which 100k place in Haludiapalong
Rohingya refugee camp on Wednes-
day. reports BSS.

A Press relcast issued by UNHCR
Dhaka office said the agency was
trying 1o ascertuin the causc of the

See Page 10 Col.2

Govt.

From Page 1 Col.3
incident as well av the number of
dead and injured.

Official sources said three refugees
were killed and 10 others including
sccurity  personnel  injured  when
police opened fire 10 quell wo
groups of unruly rcfugees on
Tuesday.

UNHCR's chief of mission in Dha-
ka has immediately contacted the
government to express its concern
and offered to assist in creating a
climate of calm in the camps so that
refugees wishing to return to Myan-
mar can do so and resort 1o violence
could be avoided. the Press release
added

COX'S BAZAR. Oct. I#:—In-
creasing number - of Rohingya re-

fugees ure voluntecring to be repayri-:
ated to their homeland in Myanmar | {
-+ bhitches on September 22 and Octo-

and a large number of them had been
taken to Rangikhali transit at Teknaf
here during the past few days. . .

*An official source :told BSS:in:

Dhaka on Sunday that several hun-

dred Rohingyas are awaiting repat-

riation at the Rangikhali transit camp
and that their number was increasing
day by day. .

The source suld that Rohingya
refugees are being gncouraged to
volunteer for repatriation when they
came 1o know that those who had so
far been repatriated to Myanmar

More Roliingyas

From Page 1 Col.3 .

condition they are living there.

The source further said that
Rohingyas were nqw inspired fok
voluntary repatriation when they
found two UNHCR representatives
present at the Rangikhali transit
camp at the time of repatriation of
the second batch of the refugees on
October 12. . -

Mcanwhile. police arrested about
300 Rohingya refugees (rom diffe-
rent camps when they were éngaged
in anti-repatriation activities. :

A thrée-mémber US team visited
Rohingya refugee camps here on
Saturday and praised governmént
measures taken for the refugees.

The team led by Jan'D. Whilde,
head of the refugee programme in
Asiz of the State Department was
optimistic that Bangladesh Govern-
ment would be able to tackle. the
relugee problem prope:l;. .

There are now 250,763 Rohingys
refugees in twenty camps in Cox's
Bazar and Nalkongchari.

The source also said that the tenth
Bangladesh-Myanmar officlal ‘level

the, source. .. - - S
. Some Bangiddihiolicialisat

-tagong  Divisional

‘were living in peace with full security

of their_lif¢;and property,. '\ o
" Aoaliof 112 Rohingy%;lu ¢
. had been sent back to' Arakan in:f

ad

-ber 12 and they are happy there:said

" sited recently some areas 6(,‘Mlun¥,‘
dow and Buchidong in Afaken:iind
they ‘found the repatriated refugéés
happy and secured. the ! ‘sources

"added. .- b el :

Myanmar authoritics have permit-
ted Bangludesh officials to visit, re-

* patriated Rohingyn refugees in order

to sce for themsclves under what
. See Page 10 Col2

talks on Rohingya repatriation issuc
would likely to be held at Chittagong
on October 24. . -

Meet on Rohingyas
in-Ctg Oct 25

An UNB report : The 10th
official-level mecting between Bang-

- ladesh ‘and Burma on the repatria-

tion of Rohingya refugees will be
held in Chittagong on October 25,
officials here said today. .0

A 12-mcmber Mysnmar- delega-
tion headed by Director General of
Immigration U Maung Aung will
arrive.in Teknal on October 24. The
delegation members will-be fiown in
a helicopter to Chittagong- Circuit
House where the talks will be held.

The Myanmar " side will‘/tturi\
home on October’ 26. C

The’ Bangladesh side. led by cmt

Commissione
Omar Faruk. will include DC Cox's
Bazar, and representatives of BDR.
. The-last meeting on the staggering
problem of sending back some 2.65
lakh Burmesé Muslims was held in
Akyab port city of Burma on
September 29..- R y

Sources said the Chittagong meet-
ing is expected to discuss the possibil-
ity of resuming the repatriation on a
large scale and Bangladesh is likely
to submit another list of 20.000
Myanmar refugees.

Meanwhilg. 112 relugees in two
batches have returned to their homes
in Burma voluntarily.while ahother
60-at Rongikhali transit-camfs are
awaiting repatriation any time.o

Dhaka has so (ar submitted lists of
1.04,000 refugees to Rangoon' for
clearance to $&nd them back of which
Myarimar authorities have glven
clearance for' 12.558. £

The Rohingyas have fled their
homes in Arakan and crossed into
Bangladesh since March last year to
escape persecution by the Burmese
troops.
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