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　　　　　　　　　Enlarge rh･slmage WITH deep-tread tires and ample

Threeof89i-MiEvsatworklnthe

Tohoku regionof northeasternJapan

ground clearance, a rugged 4-wheel-

drive Hummer or Jeep might seem the

best choice for navigating through the

wrecked citiesofnortheastem Japan.

Theareaspummeledbythe

earthquakeandtsunamiinMarch

wouldsurelybeinhospitableforan

electric vehicle｡
一

Yetinthedaysandweeksafterthehorrificone-twopunchofnatura1
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Yetinthedaysandweeksafter the horrificone-two-Log lntodlscovermoreanicles

disasters,wispybattery-electriccars一enがneeredfbr1祖htnessandequippedwithtires　　basedonwhatyourveread

designed for minimal rolling resistance － proved their mettle.

These welterweight sedans, including models from Mitsubishi and Nissan, tumed out to be

the vehicles that got through 一notbecauseofanyspecialabilitytoclawtheirwayover

mountainsofdebris,but because they were able to“refue1" at common electricaloutlets.

WithQUrdneriesoutofcommissionandcloggedroadwaysslowingdeliveries,finding

gasoline had become a chanenge. Shortages were so acute that Japan's Self-Defense Forces

hadtotruckingasoline;donationsofdiese1恒el were accepted from China.

Yet in Sendai, about 250 mnes northeast ofTokyo, and other dties ravaged by the

earthquake,electricity returned within days. Takingstockofthesituation,the president of

Mitsubishi Motors, 0samu Masuko, offereddozensofhiscompanysegg-shapedi-MiEV

(pronounced “eye-meeve")electric cars to affected cities.

Despite theirimage aslight-duty runabouts best suited for tripsto a nearby shopping man，

the electricvehides were immediatdy put to use. They were pressed into service ferrying

supplies to refugee centers, schools and hospitals, and taking doctors, cityworkers and

volunteers on their rounds.

Whne the i-MiEvs could not help out with tasks like hauling bunding materials or towing

stranded vehides, theassistancefromMitsubishiwasmuchappreciated.lna11,89i-MiEvs

went to the recovery effortjncluding 34 to Miyagi Prefecture, 33 to Fukushima Prefecture

and 18 tolwate Prefecture.
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